
17 de julio de 2020 

Buenas noches, padres, estudiantes y personal de WCASD. 

Esta tarde Pensilvania publicó nuevas directrices sobre la reapertura de las escuelas, animando 

fuertemente a las escuelas a mantener 6 pies de distanciamiento social para los estudiantes. A 

continuación, se presenta un comunicado de prensa sobre las directrices. Como probablemente 

sabe, algunas agencias e informes sugirieron que 3 a 6 pies de distanciamiento sería suficiente 

para que las escuelas mitiguen a Covid. Esta nueva directriz es clara en pedir una separación de 6 

pies. Nuestras escuelas simplemente no tienen la capacidad o el espacio para mantener esta 

distancia con todos los estudiantes en nuestros edificios al mismo tiempo. 

Al seguir esta guía, el Distrito Escolar del área de West Chester tendrá que avanzar hacia un 

modelo híbrido que reduzca la capacidad, con algunos estudiantes aprendiendo en la escuela, 

distanciados 6 pies de distancia, mientras que otros aprenden en casa. Las cohortes de estudiantes 

cambiarían, dando a cada grupo de estudiantes al menos dos días a la semana de aprendizaje en 

persona. Estamos explorando varios modelos híbridos y compartiremos detalles y recopilaremos 

comentarios en las próximas semanas. 

Entendemos la ansiedad y frustración que siente nuestra comunidad acerca de los muchos 

problemas que rodean la reapertura segura de las escuelas. Haremos todo lo posible para que este 

año escolar sea positivo, y continuaremos comunicándose con usted a medida que avanzamos 

durante el verano. 

Gracias por su continua paciencia y apoyo, 

Dr. Jim Scanlon, Superintendente 

07/16/2020 

Wolf Administration Provides Updated Guidance to Safely Reopen Pennsylvania’s Schools 

Harrisburg, PA - Pennsylvania Department of Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine and 

Education Secretary Pedro Rivera today jointly announced updated guidance to help Pre-K to 12 

schools prepare to reopen and safely educate students for in-person learning. Each school entity 

will determine if classes resume in person at school buildings, remotely or a combination of both 

options 

“Our goal is to ensure a safe return to school for students, educators and staff by following best 

practices to mitigate the spread of the virus, including wearing face coverings and maintaining 

social distancing,” Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said. “In those instances when 

someone tests positive, public health staff from the department will immediately assist the school 

with risk assessment, isolation and quarantine recommendations, and other infection control 

recommendations.” 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx


The guidance represents endorsed best public health practices related to social distancing, face 

coverings, hand hygiene, and cleaning and disinfecting in school settings. It also outlines how to 

accommodate individuals with disabilities or chronic conditions, procedures for monitoring 

symptoms, and responding to confirmed or probable cases of COVID-19 in the school 

community.  

“The health and safety of students, teachers and staff must be paramount as schools prepare for 

the upcoming school year,” said Secretary of Education Pedro A. Rivera. “The Department of 

Education has been focused on supporting schools with resources and best practices to help 

school leaders make informed decisions within their local contexts and in response to evolving 

conditions.” 

The best practice recommendations for schools outlined by the departments of Health and 

Education include: 

 Masks must be worn by students and staff at school and on the bus as required by 

the orderOpens In A New Window signed by Sec. of Health Dr. Levine on July 1, with 

some exceptions. Masks can be removed to eat or drink. 
 Students or caregivers should do a daily symptom screening before leaving for school. 

 Students, teachers and other staff are strongly encouraged to follow social distancing 

throughout the day with 6 feet of separation between desks and other seating. 

 If possible, hold classes in gyms, auditoriums, other large spaces or outdoors, where 

physical distancing can be maintained.  
 Student seating should be facing in the same direction. 

 Limit student interactions by staggering class times, creating one-way walking patterns in 

hallways, and, when feasible, keeping students in a classroom and rotating teachers 

instead. 
 For breakfast and lunch, consider serving individually packaged meals in classrooms and 

avoid across-the-table seating.  If meals are served in a cafeteria, sit students at least 6 

feet apart. 

 Limit the number of students on playgrounds at one time and encourage social distancing. 
 Encourage the use of virtual gatherings, events, and extracurricular activities. 

The guidance released today provides a list of best practices for schools to consider before the 

start of in-person classes. 

The guidance for school sports is unchanged. Coaches, athletes, and spectators must wear masks 

unless they can maintain 6 feet of separation outdoors. Athletes can remove masks during a 

workout or competition. 

Today’s guidance builds on the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s preliminary 

guidance Opens In A New Windowissued June 3 outlining steps schools must take before they 

may resume in-person instruction. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1cDzC4xqwlUX3OrUxlJd2?domain=gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ssLuC5yrxmCB47Aty_U89?domain=gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ssLuC5yrxmCB47Aty_U89?domain=gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com


The preliminary guidance requires school districts, charter schools, regional charter schools, 

cyber charter schools, career and technical centers and intermediate units to develop a health and 

safety plan. The plans must be approved by the school’s governing body and made available on 

the school’s public website before bringing students and staff back to campus. Nonpublic schools 

are strongly encouraged to create plans tailored to their unique needs and post them on their 

websites. 
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